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that the supply hasn’t been contaminated. There
are just things that have to be done.

So I urge you to keep your spirits up and
know we’re going to be with you every step
of the way. Know that you have strong advocates
in your local officials, your wonderful Governor,
and your very vigorous congressional delegations
that are represented here. We’re going to stay

with you until you get back on your feet again,
as long as it takes.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:27 p.m. on Main
Street. In his remarks, he referred to Mayors Don-
ald A. Morris of Tarboro and Delia Perkins of
Princeville, NC.

Statement on the Death of Raisa Gorbacheva
September 20, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
death of Raisa Maksimovna Gorbacheva, wife
of former Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev.
We extend our deepest condolences to her fam-
ily and friends in Russia and other countries.

The example she set through her help for child
victims of leukemia and through her own coura-
geous struggle against this terrible disease was
an inspiration to people everywhere.

Statement on the Earthquake in Taiwan
September 20, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened by news of inju-
ries and deaths sustained by the people on Tai-
wan as a result of a major earthquake today.
Our thoughts are with all of those who have

suffered losses and who may still be in need
of assistance. We are in touch directly with the
Taiwan authorities to determine what assistance
from the United States may be needed.

Remarks on Hurricane Floyd, in New York City
September 21, 1999

Good morning, everyone. I’m a little hoarse.
Forgive me. I want to begin my visit by express-
ing our concern and support for the families
and the communities in this area recovering
from Hurricane Floyd.

As you know, I traveled to North Carolina
yesterday and saw some of the worst storm dam-
age and flooding that I have, personally, ever
seen. I know people in New Jersey and New
York have also been injured. I want to thank
the city, county, and State officials for all the
work they have done to get help to people
quickly where it’s needed.

We are doing all we can at the Federal level,
and I’d like to mention just three things. First,

last Saturday I issued a major disaster declara-
tion for New Jersey. Sunday I issued a similar
one for Orange, Rockland, Putnam, and West-
chester Counties in New York. These actions
help to speed Federal assistance for individuals
and communities recovering from flood damage.

Second, FEMA officials are on the ground
now responding to the challenges with clean
water, housing, and restoring communication
and power links. Housing inspectors, small busi-
ness teams, community relations specialists are
on the scene to help meet people’s needs. Start-
ing today AmeriCorps volunteers will be helping
people clean up the damages to their homes
and pick up the pieces of their lives.
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